
 
 

Case study prepared with support from   

Location Arlington Fields, Bibury, Gloucestershire 
Housing 
Association 

Cirencester Housing 
Limited 
 

 

Partners Severn Vale Housing Society; Hills Homes (contractor); Cotswold District 
Council; Bibury Parish Council; Gloucestershire Rural Community Council 
(housing enabler); Peter Kent architects 

Scheme 
outline 

Rural housing is in crisis with high prices, low wages, high levels of second 
home ownership and an ageing population. The high cost of properties in 
rural areas is driving young people away from villages.  Cirencester 
Housing’s Arlington Fields development of 11 affordable homes for rent 
was designed to be suitable for all generations helping ensure the healthy 
future of the Bibury community. The project included a range of 1, 2 and 3 
bedroom houses and achieved level three of the Code for Sustainable 
Homes.  
 
The homes were developed using the rural exceptions policy, having 
planning secured in 2013. Cirencester Housing worked in Partnership with 
Bibury Parish Council and Cotswold District Council and carried out a 
number of Community consultation events. A grant through the Homes 
and Community Agency helped fund the project.  
 
Design and materials have been carefully considered to ensure that homes 
are sympathetic with the local styles, although in addition to the traditional 
appearance, homes benefit from high levels of performance, including air 
source heat pumps, which utilises renewable technology to ensure 
residents running costs are kept to a minimum.  

Need Gloucestershire Rural County Council (GRCC) undertook an initial parish 
Housing Needs Survey in June 2006 with the support of Bibury Parish 
Council. The Parish Council assisted with the identification of 18 potential 
sites.  GRCC then up-dated housing needs with its survey in May 2010, 
which identified 26 households in affordable housing need with a local 
connection to Bibury.  The sites were narrowed down according to 
whether they received support from CDC planners and the sites’ 
availability, eventually resulting in the development of Arlington Fields. 
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Throughout the duration of this project through to completion Cirencester 
Housing have received the full support of the Parish Council and most of 
the community.  

Good practice Cirencester Housing worked with the local community in developing this 
project carrying out site identification with the Parish Council to assess the 
most viable site within the village. The project received a number of 
objections through the planning process including tourists visiting Bibury. 
Through a thorough and open consultation process, planning was secured. 
 
The design of the project is in-keeping with the Local vernacular and has 
been well received by local residents. 
 
Property has been let to Bibury or local parish residents, including three 
families with young children who will be able to continue living and 
working in the area and a retiree who is returning to be reunited with his 
family and friends. 

Funding Homes & Communities Agency – £195,425 
Cirencester Housing – £1.345 million 

 

"The parish council, the village and the housing association have made a development 

they can all be proud of. It is a beacon of partnership and good practice." Dame Janet 

Trotter, Lord Lieutenant of Gloucestershire 

 

 “Without this development local people would not be able to live in the village as there is 

no social housing here. Local people can’t afford to buy in Bibury. I want to stay where I 

have grown up and be near our work and our families and the local school.” Alison Tomlin, 

Resident 

 

"Our work as a small housing association has always been to focus on our residents. The 

importance of having a decent home and surroundings where we can feel comfortable and 

secure is essential for the health and wellbeing of us all. It should never be underestimated 

or taken for granted.” Sandy Price, Chairman of Cirencester Housing 

 

 “The Cotswolds is a very desirable area to live but we must guard against people being 

driven away from their home villages by the high cost of housing, especially the younger 

generation. That is why it is very important for us to work with organisations like 

Cirencester Housing and develop homes suitable for all generations in locations such as 

Bibury. This new housing development will help ensure the future health of this 

community by sustaining the school, shops and local pubs.” Councillor Sue Jepson, Cabinet 

Member for Housing at Cotswold District Council 

 


