DONATION SUPPORTS LOCAL FOOD BANKS DURING COVID-19 CRISIS

Broadacres has provided £4,000 worth of funding to support three food banks which are
continuing to help local people in need despite the upheaval caused by the COVID-19
pandemic.
The three charities, Hambleton FoodShare, Influence Church and Community Works, say the
donations are well timed because the number of food parcels being handed out have
increased as a result of the Coronavirus crisis.
At the same time, donations to the food banks in Northallerton and Thirsk have fallen due
to many collection points now being closed because of lock-down measures, meaning
people are less likely to be leaving their homes to drop-off supplies.
Hambleton FoodShare in Northallerton were delighted to receive £1,650 from Broadacres
and Co-ordinator Alison Grainger said: “In February, before the lockdown, we handed out
160 parcels and in April this figure had risen to over 300 parcels.
“One of the reasons for this was that people had either lost their jobs, or had been
furloughed, and had to wait to receive Universal Credit or their furlough payment.
“It’s also been harder for people to make donations due to the lockdown restrictions now in
place, so this donation from Broadacres is very much appreciated.

“It means we can buy food and other essentials, such as nappies and toilet rolls, to provide
people with emergency 3-day parcels that will hopefully tide them over until their personal
circumstances improve.”
The Influence Church in Richmond has also received £1,650 to support its StoreHouse food
bank and Co-ordinator Suz Gregory said: “Thankfully, we have managed to maintain and
even increase our donations, but we are giving out more parcels, so this money from
Broadacres is very welcome.
“We will be using the money to buy items which are not commonly donated, such as tinned
pasta and toilet rolls.”
Community Works, in Thirsk, has received £700 and Chief Executive Abigail Homer said:
“This donation will make a massive difference in helping us support local people in need,
and we would like to thank Broadacres for their support.”
Chris Fawcett, Broadacres’ Business Transformation Director, said: “We’re pleased to have
been able to support these charities which are doing such an important job helping to
provide emergency food parcels to people in our local communities.
“They are continuing to do this despite operating in the most challenging of circumstances
at present and we would like to thank all the staff and volunteers for the amazing work they
are doing.”
All three food banks say the best way of donating at present is by making payments online.
For more information visit:
www.hambletonfoodshare.org.uk
http://www.influencechurch.co.uk/storehouse/
https://www.facebook.com/clockcharity/
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Picture caption: Suz Gregory at the StoreHouse food bank in the Influence Church,
Richmond.
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